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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children.
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FROM PASTOR KATIE:
Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
Matthew 18:21-22

If only it were that easy! Actually, of all the things that Jesus asks us to do, forgiveness may be the hardest.
Even loving our enemies may be easier than forgiving people we know for hurts we have a hard time forgetting.
And Jesus sets the bar pretty high when he says that we are not just to forgive someone who has hurt us once or
twice or seven times, but seventy-seven times (or seventy-times-seven, if you read the KJV translation)! Yikes!
How is a relationship supposed to survive so many transgressions?
And then I read a piece by Rachel Pieh Jones* on A Life Overseas, a site for mission workers who serve
abroad, which changed the way I heard Jesus’ words. She, too, had been thinking in terms of a one-to-one
exchange: every time someone hurt us, we were to forgive them (she rightly understood that Jesus chose such a
high number that he meant for us to give up counting altogether, in the same way that God doesn’t count our
transgressions as God forgives us). And she thought of forgiveness as the relatively easy task of accepting
someone’s apology, perhaps with a hug, and then saying the words, “I forgive you,” and then moving on. But
one day, it didn’t work. The hurt was too deep and couldn’t be forgiven so easily. And then she heard the
words in a different way: that sometimes we need to practice forgiveness (in the sense of trying over and over
and over again until we get it right). Jesus gives us 77, or 7 X 77, chances to forgive because sometimes we
can’t do it the first time or the second time or the seventh time or the fiftieth time. Sometimes we have to try,
over and over again, and pray for help every single time. As she says,
I had to learn that seventy times seven doesn’t mean one for one, every time someone sins against you.
It means every time you feel angry about that one single sin, forgive it again. It means forgiveness is ongoing, a lifestyle, something that must be revisited and redone. Forgiveness is not a one-time event,
shake hands and it is over. It is a state of being....
This is seventy times seven. Over and over and over, the same sin, the same hurt. There is no
mumbling here, there is no limp handshake. There is a wrestling and a battle and an acknowledgement
of the pain. And then there is a canceling of the debt that is owed, a canceling of the right to run down a
list of wrongs.
I’m thankful that God does not have these same issues. For God, once a sin is forgiven, it is forgiven. He
harbors no bitterness, no anger, no need to revisit the pain and forgive again. I continue to sin against
him and seventy times seven becomes a pouring out of grace. For each sin, forgiveness is available, and
I drink it in, soak it up, feel the cleansing. Then I turn it around and offer it, again, to my friend.
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Our children are studying forgiveness in Sunday School this month, and, if there’s anything I want them to
know it is this: Forgiveness doesn’t come easily to us, but Jesus encourages us to keep trying. The wonderful
truth that Jesus hopes we will discover is that forgiveness is life-giving for both forgiven and forgiver. It may
take a lot of work, but forgiveness is always worth it in the new life we receive. Forgiveness lightens our load
and frees us to embrace the adventure which God has in mind for us! Thanks be to God!
Pastor Katie

*Rachel Pieh Jones, “Seventy-times-Seven, Conflict and Forgiveness,” A Life Overseas: The Missions Conversation (http://www.alifeoverseas.com/seventy-timesseven-conflict-and-forgiveness/)

A second opportunity to worship each week!
Thursdays at 6 p.m.
Simple and Casual
Come as you are–
bring yourselves, your worship, your prayers
and share them with us in
Holy Communion!
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Here at Christ’s Lutheran, we are blessed to have some good parking lots, and yet, even so, it sometimes feels like we
don’t have enough parking, particularly on a Sunday morning. While that may be a good sign, it’s also important to
remember that parking is just as much a part of our hospitality as friendly greeters, a staffed nursery, and good signage. A
visitor who can’t find a place to park on Sunday morning may possibly give up the effort or move on to a church that has
room for them! An older person who can’t find a spot near the accessibility entrance may give up the struggle if coming
to church is too difficult.
Here are some suggestions to keep in mind so that we can offer good parking hospitality on Sunday mornings:


Keep in mind that some of our members or our visitors may have mobility issues. Try to leave the paved
accessibility lot on Clark Street open for them. The gravel lot is relatively close, but doesn’t provide the secure
footing of the paved lot.



Keep in mind that some of our members or visitors are bringing small children who must be shepherded safely to
the door. Try, if you can, to leave some spots closes to the rear porch for them so that they don’t have so far to
go.



You may not know that we have an informal arrangement with Orme’s Hardware, across Steubenville Avenue—
we are happy to let their employees and customers use our lot during the week, and they are happy to let us park
in their lot on weekday evenings and Sunday mornings. However, this involves a “trek” across the street, so this
option is not preferable for families with young children, or for people with mobility issues. We encourage you
to use this lot if you are “hale and hearty” so that families and our older folks can park closer to our entrances.



As you are cruising our lots on a Sunday morning looking for a parking spot, keep potential visitors in mind. Try
to leave a spot or two open for them closest to our entrances—they are most likely to be arriving just before
worship starts. If you see some visitors in the lot, smile kindly upon them and help them to find their way! Guide
them in the door, show them where the restrooms are, introduce them to some people, help them find the
sanctuary. Hospitality doesn’t stop in the parking lot--make our visitors welcome, and they are more likely to
come back!

Facebook Evangelism
If you are on Facebook, help us use Facebook to spread the word about our congregation, about our faith, and
about events we want to publicize in the community. Experts tell us that Facebook sharing is the single most
effective advertising an organization can do—when you share with your friends (and ask them to share too), we
can reach thousands! So, next time a CLC post appears in your newsfeed, don’t just make a note in your
calendar—share it!
And if you don’t get CLC posts in your newsfeed, find us and “follow” us: “Christ’s Lutheran Church, Cambridge, OH”

Not on Facebook, but wish you could see CLC’s posts? Check out
our webpage, which includes our Facebook “Newsfeed” right there
on our home page! http://www.Christslutheran.org
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FACTS AND FIGURES FROM SEPTEMBER
8/25

Attendance: 20

8/31

Attendance: 54

9/4

NO WORSHIP

9/7

Attendance: 91

9/11

Attendance: 16

9/14

Attendance: 46

9/18

Attendance: 17

9/21

Attendance: 60

Offering: $1,544.00
Offering: $2,985.61
Offering: $4,301.00
Offering: $1,807.00

9/25 & 9/28 not available

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Giving in the Digital Age
We’ve been using this space to talk about how we are adapting to new ways of giving in our “digital age.”
This is an ongoing process, and we welcome your input! If you’d prefer to use a debit/credit card at a “giving
station” somewhere here in the church building, we’d love to hear from you—it is something we’ve been
considering.
Many of you who use the Simply Giving program or your own bank’s online bill paying program to have
checks sent, have indicated that you wished there was something to put in the offering plate as it is passed.
Your wish is our command: there are now new “Simply Giving” cards in the pews which you may use for this
purpose. Feel free to use them for either method of digital giving. And we’ll recycle them from week to week
so we don’t kill trees!
If you have heard of some other method of giving that appeals to you, please let us know. We want to be
helpful to you, particularly since you are being so helpful to us!
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Anniversary Project: Renovation of the Parlor
Doesn’t the parlor look lovely? New ceiling tile, paint, carpet, and window
treatments sure do make a difference! And the new chairs around the large table
have been warmly received!
Now that “Phase I” has been completed, the Anniversary Committee is planning for
Phase II: new furnishings. This is entirely dependent upon your support—
absolutely no funds will be taken from the General Fund to make these purchases,
and new furniture will be purchased only as funds are received. If you’d like to
support this effort, please make a note on your giving envelopes or in your check’s
memo line.
Thanks to all who have supported this project, with your donations, your
suggestions, and your positive appreciation. We couldn’t do it without you!
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OCTOBER
4

Ancells’ Anniversary

26

Greens’ Anniversary

9

Mary Green

26

Joann Moore

13

Jerry Green

27

Dave Bell, Jr.

14

Jim Thomas

29

Gloria Heine

18

Katie Kerrigan

29

Bleisaths’ Anniversary

23

Kelli Reineccius

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged to do so. Please
write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office.

Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers:
Mag Bamfield, Marianne Beorger, Berniece Canaday, Carol Cogsil, and
Dorothy Woodruff
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THANK YOU TO OUR OCTOBER VOLUNTEERS!!!
DATE

10/5

10/12

10/19

10/26

Assisting
Minister

Debi

Brenda

Margery Gress

Steve Heine

Cunningham

Dolweck

Dolweck

Cochran

Janes

Law

Katie Loader

Matthew Law

Kara Loader

Mackenzie

Usher
Acolyte

Atkinson
A/V

Coffee Hour:
Devotions:
Tellers:

Doug Law

Nathan Law

Mary Green

Milt Cerny
Steve Heine
John Harmon and Steve Heine
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Matthew Law

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT CHRIST’S LUTHERAN

WORK DAY at CLC!!!
Saturday, October 18th! Starting at 9 a.m.
We’ll be raking leaves, and working on any projects that will make CLC winterready! And then we’ll have pizza to celebrate a job well done!

HELP WANTED
Funeral Meal Coordinator: This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for families in
grief. The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees the organization of a
meal following a funeral. We are pretty good at this now, so it’s not a difficult position to take over! Please
let Ann Bell know if you would be interested in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.
A/V: Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs. It’s pretty easy to learn
how if you know computers. This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers—perhaps once in every 6-8
weeks. Please let Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve in this way.
Nursery Attendants: Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for
occasional service in the Nursery. See the signup sheet in the hallway.
Sunday School Teachers: Sunday School starts up this month, and we need people to assist with both our
children’s and adult Sunday Schools, both of which meet in the hour before church. If you would be willing to
lead our adult Sunday School for a month at a time (to free the pastor up to be with our children periodically)
or to assist with our children’s Sunday School, perhaps for a month at a time, please let Pastor Katie know.

Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work or fellowship?
It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on projects around
the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open to everyone,
young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation the expense of
contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and laughing that blesses shared
purpose, come and join us!
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING AND SHARING
RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
South Elementary collects the following items:
UPC bar codes from Our Family products
Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.
Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many brands:
Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals, Glad, Pace,
Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.
Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen
produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes,
Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery,
Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.
Printer ink cartridges
Magazines (for children & adults)
Gently used books for children
Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway.

The October focus for giving is…..
Homeless Care Packets
Watch for further info
THANK YOU!
Betty Dasch wishes to thank the congregation for all the personal care kits that were brought in this
summer.
On October 1st, eleven boxes will be taken by her with Milt Cerny's help to Zanesville. All the boxes
from churches in our Muskingum Conference will go to Dayton and then all the boxes from the
Southern Ohio Synod will be transported to the warehouse in Maryland, and then to various
countries.
Our total count of items for Lutheran World Relief is as follows:
44
10
10
12

personal care kits
baby care kits
quilts
school kits
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SOUTH ELEMENTARY
As you know, we “adopted” South Elementary as a special focus for ministry two years ago. A new
principal, Natalie Buchanan, has taken over leadership, and she is just as eager to continue our
partnership. You’ll be hearing about some opportunities for us, as a congregation, to support the
children, families and staff of South Elementary over the course of this school year, but right now
Mrs. Buchanan has asked for individual volunteers to come and serve in the school, as helpers,
assistants, cheerleaders and role models. In particular, they have a particular need for volunteers to
assist the school’s Librarian. Pastor Katie is serving there on Thursday afternoons. There is still a
need for volunteers on Mondays (1-3 pm) and Fridays (11:20-1:40). If you would be willing to
volunteer, Pastor Katie has the Volunteer Application Forms. All volunteers in elementary schools are
now required to have a background check, but the Cambridge School District both facilitates this
process and covers the cost—everything can be handled at the District office in about 10 minutes! If
you like kids, and have some time to give, you’ll love this!

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

“Let’s Eat Out”
Join us on Tuesday, October 7th at 6:30pm
at Theos.
Sign up sheet in the hallway.
Join us for food and fellowship!

Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work or fellowship?
It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys (and gals!) get together for just a few hours to
work on projects around the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open
to everyone, young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation
the expense of contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and
laughing that blesses shared purpose, come and join us!
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Parish Anniversary Celebration
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pleasant City is celebrating its 150th Anniversary
this year!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 18, 2014
Worship will be at 4:00 p.m. with Bishop Suzanne Dillahunt presiding, with
Assistant to the Bishop Jeff Wick participating as well.
A dinner will follow.
Please contact Pastor Poole if you would like to attend.
The church office number is (740) 685-5615 (feel free to leave a message) or
email him at ironpreacher@aol.com
They have commissioned a Cat’s Meow keepsake of St. Paul.
The cost is $15, if shipped, it’s an additional $3.50 for one
and $5 for 3.
Deadline is October 15th.
You may contact Crystal Willis at (740) 685-8211 or (740) 584-0448 to place
your order.
If you would like to give a special offering to St. Paul in celebration of their
150th anniversary, you may contact Crystal to make arrangements for those
gifts.
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WELCA

OCTOBER 2014

CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
You are welcome, please join us this month.
Oct. 4

ELIZABETH CIRCLE – Saturday at 9 a.m. in parlor.
Hostess and devotions is Debi Cunningham.
Project for this month is the Care Package. We will be
sending our college students each a Gift Card, saving on
packing and postage. Members please contribute $10.00
each, if able. Thank you. Debi to provide Halloween cards.

Oct. 7

MIRIAM CIRCLE – Tuesday at 1 p.m. in parlor.
Hostess is Joann Moore. Pastor Katie will lead Bible Study
for Session 2 WE ARE CALLED.
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, “Here am I;
send me!” Isaiah 6:8

Oct. 25

2014 Presidents Luncheon at St. Johns, Stovertown.
Event begins at 9:00am.

A BIG THANK YOU FOR ALL THE PERSONAL CARE KITS - DELIVERED BY
BETTY DASCH TO ST. LUKES, ON OCT. 1ST.

NOVEMBER 1st - Please make an effort to attend our
JOINT CIRCLE MEETING -9a.m. at Mr. Lee’s Restaurant.
 Breakfast, on your own.
 Discuss plans for a December Gathering
 Election of Officers for 2015-16
 Other unfinished ‘stuff’.

Let our LOVE shine in everything we do. “GOD LOVES YOU.”
In HIS Service, Pres. Anne
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KID’S PAGE
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