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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children.
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FROM PASTOR KATIE:
A blessed Easter to you all! We have received the Good News of God’s gift of new life through Jesus Christ, and
we have been called to share this great gift! The Easter season brings us some of my favorite stories, and of all them,
perhaps my favorite is the story of two of Jesus’ disciples trudging down the Emmaus road, dejected and discouraged
after Jesus’ death on the cross. And then they meet Jesus. Of course, they do not recognize him, but they find that
talking with this stranger about their experiences with Jesus over the last few weeks is somehow encouraging and
enlightening as he offers his own understanding of these events in the light of the scriptures—so much so that they urge
him to stay with them for the evening meal. And then they recognize Jesus as he takes bread, blesses it, breaks it and
feeds them with it. And here we have the basic pattern for worship: we gather together around Word and Meal and
are fed by both. Really, everything else is what Martin Luther called “adiaphora”—non-essentials. As he said in the
Augsburg Confession, “The Church is the congregation of saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments
are rightly administered.”
Of course, Martin Luther was more conservative than his opponents believed. He saw no reason to dispense
with the beauty of the Roman mass—his preference was to retain as much as was useful in lifting up the Gospel,
eliminating or adjusting only those elements which kept the Gospel from being heard—but he asserted his right to make
these adjustments based on this argument that the only essentials were Word and sacraments, and everything else
could be dispensed with, and certainly wasn’t worth arguing about.
We can forget that sometimes. We forget that our religious forms are the media, but they are not the message.
The message –the Gospel-- is essential, but the media, the form of the message, is not. Because we love our liturgies
(whether we are talking about our Sunday morning “settings” or our Saturday night “informality”), they seem essential
to us, and we forget that they may not be essential or even enlightening for others. Sometimes the church has had to
recognize that, in certain contexts, our liturgical forms and traditions can actually obstruct the teaching of the Gospel
and perhaps even the administration of the sacraments. What has worked for us, in our context, may not work for
others living in a different context. And there is no doubt that our “context” has changed. This is the question we must
always be asking: is the Gospel being rightly taught and are the sacraments being rightly administered? In the most
basic sense, we are asking if the Good News of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ is being heard and whether Jesus is being
recognized in the breaking of the bread. If, for whatever reason, the people who come to worship are not hearing the
Gospel or recognizing that Jesus is with us in the breaking of the bread, then it is we who must make adjustments. The
Easter Good News is too important to keep to ourselves.
In the 100 years we have been doing ministry at this location, Christ’s Lutheran has proven to be remarkably
flexible in adapting our proclamation of the Gospel to our context. If nothing else, our A/V system demonstrates that!
However, as congregations grow older (and particularly as they celebrate their longevity), they are more likely to be
seduced by “how we’ve always done it,” to rest on their laurels. Let us resist that temptation, and, in this year of
anniversary celebration, remember that CLC’s “tradition” is to share the Gospel, in whatever way we need to, so that it
can be heard in the changing world around us.
It is a great privilege to share this great work with you!

Pastor Katie
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On the Saturday Service
Dear Friends,
It is with some sadness that I announce that, after consultation with leaders in both the Saturday worship community
and the worship committee, we will stop offering our Saturday worship service in May.
The Saturday service was first instituted as an outreach effort several years ago, in the hopes that an alternative
time and format might succeed in reaching out to the surrounding community in ways that the more traditional Sunday
service did not. Unfortunately, despite a great deal of effort and experimentation, it has not succeeded in doing that.
While this service has been cherished by a few members of the congregation, attendance at this service has been
inconsistent and has never been large. While the occasional visitor has wandered in to the Saturday service, it has
primarily been “inreach”—a second service for those who enjoy more worship, and an option which members of the
congregation have exercised when an alternate time was more convenient for them. Comparatively speaking, however,
the costs of this service are quite high, requiring a great deal of time and effort by the pastor and the volunteer musician
to provide what is, essentially, an additional option. After much prayer and discussion with our leaders and with experts
on church development in the synod, I have come to the conclusion that this time and effort could be more fruitfully
expended in other efforts—and, in particular, on working to make the Sunday service more accessible to newcomers
who are still, primarily, drawn to that service. Our congregation is really too small to sustain two worship services. We
simply do not have the resources—in terms of people or finances—to support both services well, and so both services
are suffering. I also believe that the community, as a whole, will be better equipped to face the challenges before us
when we are united in one worship community.
A combination of factors has forced our hand and required us to face these issues more quickly than I would
prefer. In May and June, my own absences and the lack of a musician would impact 6 of the 8 Saturdays, right at the
beginning of the summer season when attendance tends to sink to its lowest point. While it might have been possible
to simply suspend the service for a couple of months, as we have done in the past, there is no reason to believe that the
service would be more successful in drawing people in when it resumed. That simply hasn’t been the pattern.
I very much hope that those who have cherished this service will know how much we want them to continue to
worship with us on Sundays, and to join us in the other activities of this congregation. Each and every one of them is
loved and cherished by this congregation (and indeed, has been missed on Sunday mornings!). While we will miss this
expression of the community, the community itself is still very much with us! Please come and be with us on Sunday
mornings!
I want to commend this congregation for taking a risk with the Saturday service, and for faithfully supporting it
for several years. Just because it hasn’t worked the way we hoped it would doesn’t mean that it wasn’t worth trying.
And we have learned a great deal about worship, hospitality, and community—lessons which have already been carried
into the Sunday worship service. I especially want to thank Joan Lauttamus, who has volunteered her musical gifts for so
long in supporting this service. And, over the last two years, two families in particular have responded to my request to
provide the same kind of lay worship leadership which the Sunday service enjoys—I want to thank the Murrell and
Thomas families for their hard work.
This ministry is worth celebrating, even as it draws to a close. We should give thanks for it--for the worship, for
the hospitality that was offered, for the community that formed around Word and sacrament. I invite you to join us for
one last celebration: a special potluck Agape meal in the parlor on Saturday, May 17 th, at our usual worship time of
5:30. We will give thanks for the Gospel-life which we have shared!
Pastor Katie
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Pastor Katie will be attending the Synod’s Leadership Institute
May 3-4, and away on vacation May 7-14. Thanks to Pastor
Welch for covering our services!

Facebook Evangelism
If you are on Facebook, help us use Facebook to spread the word about our congregation, about our
faith, and about events we want to publicize in the community. Experts tell us that Facebook sharing
is the single most effective advertising an organization can do—when you share with your friends (and
ask them to share too), we can reach thousands! So, next time a CLC post appears in your newsfeed, don’t just make a
note in your calendar—share it!
And if you don’t get CLC posts in your newsfeed, find us and “follow” us: Christ’s Lutheran Church, Cambridge, OH”

FACTS AND FIGURES FROM APRIL
3/29
Attendance: 20
3/30
Attendance: 72
4/5
Attendance: 24
4/6
Attendance: 57
4/12
Attendance: 21
4/13
Attendance: 64
4/17
Attendance: 24
4/18
Attendance: 29
4/19
Attendance: 21
4/20
Attendance: 96
4/26 & 4/27 not available

Offering: $2,608.00
Offering: $2,861.25
Offering: $2,894.79

Offering: $3,866.44

Giving in the Digital Age
We’ve been using this space to talk about how we are adapting to new ways of giving in our “digital age.”
This is an ongoing process, and we welcome your input! If you’d prefer to use a debit/credit card at a “giving
station” somewhere here in the church building, we’d love to hear from you—it is something we’ve been
considering.
Many of you who use the Simply Giving program or your own bank’s online bill paying program to have
checks sent, have indicated that you wished there was something to put in the offering plate as it is passed.
Your wish is our command: there are now new “Simply Giving” cards in the pews which you may use for this
purpose. Feel free to use them for either method of digital giving. And we’ll recycle them from week to week
so we don’t kill trees!
If you have heard of some other method of giving that appeals to you, please let us know. We want to be
helpful to you, particularly since you are being so helpful to us!
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Camryn Reeves

20

Kiki Cunningham

9

Kyle Cochran

26

Bil Kerrigan

11

Debi Cunningham

30

Kerry Loader

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged to do so. Please
write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office.

*****************************************************************
Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers:
Mag Bamfield, Marianne Beorger, Berniece Canaday, Carol Cogsil, George Reed
and Dorothy Woodruff
THANK YOU TO OUR MAY VOLUNTEERS!!!
DATE
Assisting
Minister
Usher
Acolyte
A/V

Coffee Hour:
Devotions:
Tellers:

5/4

5/11

5/18

5/25

Nora Thomas

Anne Bell

Anne Burns

Milt Cerny

Green

Dasch /
Moore

Schreiner

Welch /
Sowinski

Morgan
Atkinson

Katie Loader

Kara Loader

Mackenzie
Atkinson

Mary Green

Bill Loader

Holly
Lagneaux

Bil Kerrigan

Ruth Robinson
Liam Bates
John Harmon and Holly Lagneaux
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT CHRIST’S LUTHERAN
Brothers and Sisters,
A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to the good of the whole
body, and its mission is only as strong as its willingness to step out in faith. These opportunities to
help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled for too long, weakening both our own health and
our mission. Please pray about these opportunities to serve!

Pastor Katie

HELP WANTED
Funeral Meal Coordinator: This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for
families in grief. The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees
the organization of a meal following a funeral. Please let Ann Bell know if you would be interested
in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.
Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about how much
they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11th St. We are looking for someone who
would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.
This doesn’t involved going out to put the sayings up—Shannon does that. We just need someone
to come up with the sayings for each week, perhaps planning a month or two at a time. Please let
Pastor Katie know if you would like to help with this ministry.
A/V: Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs. It’s pretty easy
to learn how if you know computers. This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers—perhaps
once in every 6-8 weeks. Please let Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve
in this way.
Nursery Attendants: Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for
occasional service in the Nursery. See the signup sheet in the hallway.

Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work? Or fellowship? It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on projects around
the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open to everyone,
young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation the expense of
contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and laughing that blesses shared
purpose, come and join us!
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING AND SHARING
RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
South Elementary collects the following items:
UPC bar codes from Our Family products
Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.
Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals, Glad,
Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.
Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen
produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes,
Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery,
Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.
Printer ink cartridges
Magazines (for children & adults)
Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway.

AMAZING GRACE DAY CAMP
The focus for giving in May is Amazing Grace Day Camp, an
outreach ministry of the Southern Ohio Synod and Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries of Ohio, in partnership with local host
congregations who offer the good news of the Gospel and a
camp experience to the children of their communities.
Donations can be made to Christ's Lutheran Church, with
"Amazing Grace" in the memo line.
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

“Let’s Eat Out”
TUESDAY, May 6th at 6:30 p.m.
at Tlaquepaque Mexican Restaurant, in the WalMart
shopping plaza.
Please join us for food and fellowship!
Sign up sheet in the hallway!

Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work? Or fellowship? It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on projects around
the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open to everyone,
young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation the expense of
contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and laughing that blesses shared
purpose, come and join us!
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WELCA

MAY 2014
CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
All are welcome, please join us.

MAY 3 - MUSKINGUM CONFERENCE SPRING GATHERING
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 201 W. Brown St., New Lexington.
This is an annual gathering of ladies from all Muskingum Conference churches. There
will be time to meet and visit ladies from the area Lutheran churches, get more informed
and “just reminisce” too.
8:30am Registration, No cost, 9a.m. Program, 12p.m. lunch.
ARE YOU INTERESTED ?
Registration needs to be in by April 25. Call Anne Bell 439-4364 or
680-1487 (cell) after Sunday 4/27 for CAR POOL INFO.
_____________________________________________________
May 3 – ELIZABETH CIRCLE, Saturday 9 a.m. in church parlor.
Devotions and Hostess is Stefanie R.
Project for the month is to check & revamp “Quiet Bags.”
May 6 – MIRIAM CIRCLE, Tuesday 1 p.m. in church parlor.
Hostesses are Debbie Eltringham and Anne Bell
Pastor Katie will lead Bible Study for Session 9, RAHAB,
A FAITHFUL BUSINESSWOMAN. Joshua 2: 12-13.
REMEMBER
JUNE 17th is our PICNIC @ Cambridge City Park 12 noon.
Please bring your favorite picnic food and join us. Drinks and paper products will be
provided. SEE YA THERE.
Paul said “Remember my chains. Grace be with you.” Colossians 4:18
In HIS Service, Pres. Anne
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KID’S PAGE
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