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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children.
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We’re just about there….the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 5th. Originally, the season of Lent was a period of preparation for
those who would be baptized at Easter, and then the whole church
adopted it as a time of special focus on our relationship with God and
Jesus. A holy Lent is all about saying “yes” to the God who has already
said “yes” to us. It is about deepening our relationship with God and
strengthening our commitment to follow Jesus.

So….what will you do for Lent?
This year we’ve decided that, instead of bringing you to the church for an extra worship service or educational event
during the week, we want to bring Lent to you in the midst of your daily lives. These aren’t the only options (just try
googling “Lent” on the internet and you’ll be overwhelmed by opportunities to add something Lenten to your daily
life….or suggestions for things to give up!), but we hope that these opportunities will provide something that appeals to
each of you (or gives you some ideas), and, more importantly, gives you frequent opportunities to say “yes” to God,
even in the midst of your daily lives.
1) If you don’t usually come to Sunday School in the parlor on Sunday mornings at 9:00, you might want to come
during the Lenten season. We’re offering Animate: Faith, a video-based discussion that brings us together
around presentations by some of the most widely-respected new leaders of the church for a discussion of the big
questions of the our faith. Come with questions—and expect to leave with some too! We have provided a
children’s activity to run concurrently at the same time so that parents can attend this event (see below).
2) Grab a devotional for short readings and prayers to nourish you during this season. There are a lot of these
available, but we can suggest two:
 “Let Us Stand Fast” from Luther Seminary through their year-round daily email devotional called
God pause). Sign up here: http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/daily_view.aspx.
We also have these available in print form, in both a regular or large-print edition. Just call to
ask for one (or ask Pastor Katie).
 “Too Deep For Words is a lovely little book based on the book of Romans that has just been
published by some Lutheran pastors, with beautiful images, prayers and points to ponder.
This is available in ebook form (Kindle, Nook, and Google)—and the price ($1.90) is very low for
such an image-laden publication. Just follow this link
http://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/productgroup/639/Too-Deep-for-Words-Devotionsfor-Lent-2014?c=278480
and click on the ebook option of your choice.
We’re also trying to get some of these in a printed edition—just ask!
3) A slightly more ambitious project is a Bible Study. You can choose any book of the Bible and try to read it
through Lent. Or we can suggest this guided Bible Study of the book of Matthew: Lent for Everyone, Matthew
Year A. Written by N.T. (Tom) Wright, this is an especially accessible approach to the Gospel of Matthew,
mixing in illuminating insights that help you understand what you are reading. It takes you right through Easter
Week (that is, the week after Easter), and, by the time you get to the end, you will have read the whole gospel,
and learned a great deal about Jesus and his times as well! This book is available in a Kindle version for $8.15
through Amazon (we haven’t checked other ebook formats), and in paperback for $13.34 (please let us know if
you would like us to help you get it.)
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4) If you are more interested in “giving up something”, can we suggest that you make your sacrifice a positive
expression of “faith active in love,” perhaps putting aside the money you would have spent on whatever it is you
are doing without, and putting it to work for God’s kingdom? If you are looking for a ministry or cause to benefit,
we can suggest the ELCA World Hunger Appeal or our local feeding ministries, Feed My People and Grace Pantry
(and we have collection boxes for you to accumulate your sacrifices in—just ask!).
ELCA World Hunger Appeal has also put together a Lenten devotional that goes well with this focus, entitled “40
days of wonderings”—good for adults and children. We have copies—just ask!

Lent for families
Lent is not just for grown-ups! Lent can be an important time to help your children grow in their own faith and learn
about how spiritual practices can nourish us in our faith and strengthen our connection to God. Some of the suggestions
above are also good for families (see #4 in particular), but we can also suggest:
5)

Use Lent as a time to introduce a new spiritually-rich family time around the Faith5 spiritual practices of Sharing,
Reading, Talking, Praying, and Blessing. Adult groups have found this format inviting and accessible, but it is
especially good for drawing families together in these times when many forces seem to spin us off in different
directions. This is a practice that can, quite literally, keep families together! To read more about the Faith5 and
to watch some videos, check it out online at: http://www.faithink.com/inkubators/f5.asp

Special Lenten Activity for Children
We’ve planned a special activity for our kids at 9:00 a.m. on the Sundays of Lent (partly to free their parents up for
Sunday School, but mostly to give them a Lenten activity that is geared especially to them): a 6-week long craft project
that will “grow” toward Easter. Your kids won’t know what the final product will be, but they’ll love every stage, and be
delighted with the final product! Pastor Katie needs to be sure we have enough supplies, so please RSVP if you would
like your children to participate!

It is our hope that one of these options will strike you as an invitation—an invitation to a deeper, more meaningful
relationship with God; an invitation to a better understanding of God’s gift and sacrifice in Jesus; an invitation into a
deeper understanding of God’s “yes” to you. It is our hope that one of these options will be your “yes” to the God who
has said “yes” to you—and that it will lead you straight to Easter joy!
God’s blessings to you during this Lenten season!
Pastor Katie

Don’t forget to join us for
Ash Wednesday Worship
A deeply meaningful beginning
to a Holy Lent.
March 5th, 7 p.m.
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FACTS AND FIGURES FROM FEBRUARY
2/1

Attendance: 19

2/2

Attendance: 72

2/8

Attendance: 19

2/9

Attendance: 39

2/15

Attendance: 9

2/16

Attendance: 56

2/22

Attendance: 19

2/23

Attendance: 60

Offering: $4,780.00
Offering: $1,354.10
Offering: $2,388.00
Offering: $2,988.00

Our children's Sunday School recently collected a "Blanket Kindness
Offering" of $65 for Church World Service's Blankets+ program--that's
enough to buy 13 blankets for people in need!
**************************************************************************************
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for all the birthday cards and good wishes on my 99th
birthday in February. That was very nice of you.
George Reed

WELCA Thanks You!
The Elizabeth Circle would like to thank everyone in the congregation who participated in the “ Gifts for Baby Jesus”
ministry this past Advent season. Because of your kind generosity, we will be able to assemble seven Baby Care Kits to
be distributed through Lutheran World Relief to rural and remote regions of the world’s poorest countries.
A Baby Care Kit from LWR is like a promise. It says to that baby, “ Your needs will not be neglected by this world. You

matter to us.” When our congregation sends Baby Care Kits, we provide encouragement by welcoming these little ones
into an international community that cares.
We will be assembling these kits at our April 5th meeting. We encourage every woman in the congregation to join the
Elizabeth Circle. The circle meets in the church parlor the first Saturday of the month at 9:00 am. LWR Baby Kits is just
one example of how the women of the Elizabeth Circle participate in meaningful ministries- local and worldwide. Please
join us!
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Giving in the Digital Age
Many of us are handling our money differently than we used to (if you doubt this, ask a young person when
they last wrote a check!). In order to serve our congregation better, the Church Council is exploring new
avenues for giving, and we’d welcome your suggestions. Those of you who still prefer the “old school”
discipline of cash or checks in offering envelopes are welcome to continue to do so (and thank you very much!).
But for those of you who prefer online banking or automated payment systems, we want to make your life
easier--please let us know what would be useful for you.
One option, of course, is Thrivent’s Simply Giving program, offered through Vanco Services, by which you can
set up a regular automated payment from your checking account—you determine the amount and the frequency
(weekly, semi-monthly or monthly, and if monthly, you can decide whether you’d like your payment to come
on the 1st or the 15th of the month). Rita has authorization forms, and is happy to help you with this. The
authorization form even allows you to designate to particular Funds (General Fund, Building Fund, Mission
Support, etc.).
Even more flexible is your own bank’s online banking program—you make the arrangements yourself, online,
and the bank cuts a check. You decide whether you want this to be a one-time payment or a regular payment,
and determine the frequency and date. They mail the check, and you don’t even have to pay postage! Ask your
bank for more information about this option—for many banks, this service is absolutely free!
The benefit of such programs to you is that they provide you with an opportunity to make an intentional
commitment to give to God’s mission in the world, and your giving to the church becomes a part of your overall
management of your finances. For many people, this is just an important as convenience. The benefit of such
programs to the congregation is that giving tends to be more regular and reliable, and helps to eliminate the
“giving slumps” of certain seasons (the summer being the most notorious!) when members are out of town.
Again, for those of you who prefer to write a check or to put cash in the offering plate, every gift is important in
supporting our ministry. For those of you whose financial management has moved well into the digital age, we
are glad to accommodate you, and we seek your advice on further ways that we can assist you.
In the end, it doesn’t matter so much HOW you give, only that you do: “Each of you must give as you have
made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
Giving hearts are open hearts: open to God, open to one another, open to our neighbors. Your support of this
congregation’s ministries is deeply appreciated!
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10

Corinne Galloway

21

Margene Osterberg

11

Robin Ancell

28

Nick Janes

20

John Harmon

30

Dane Denton

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged to do so. Please
write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office.

*****************************************************************
Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers:
Mag Bamfield, Jeanne Kyllonen, Marianne Beorger, Berniece Canaday, Carol
Cogsil, George Reed and Dorothy Woodruff
THANK YOU TO OUR MARCH VOLUNTEERS!!!
DATE

3/2

3/9

3/16

3/23

3/30

Assisting
Minister

Ruth
Robinson

Nora Thomas

Marion
Welch

Anne Bell

Milt Cerny

Usher

Cochran

Cunningham

Reineccius

Lagneaux

Stephenson

Katie Loader

Kenzie
Atkinson

Matthew
Law

Kara Loader

Morgan
Atkinson

Bill Loader

Bil Kerrigan

Doug Law

Mary Green

Bil Kerrigan

Acolyte
A/V

Coffee Hour:
Devotions:
Tellers:

Ruth Robinson
Marcy Law
John Harmon and Marcy Law
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT CHRIST’S LUTHERAN
Brothers and Sisters,
A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to the good of the whole
body, and its mission is only as strong as its willingness to step out in faith. These opportunities to
help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled for too long, weakening both our own health and
our mission. Please pray about these opportunities to serve!
Pastor Katie

HELP WANTED
Funeral Meal Coordinator: This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for
families in grief. The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees
the organization of a meal following a funeral. Please let Ann Bell know if you would be interested
in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.
Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about how much
they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11th St. We are looking for someone who
would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.
This doesn’t involved going out to put the sayings up—Shannon does that. We just need someone
to come up with the sayings for each week, perhaps planning a month or two at a time. Please let
Pastor Katie know if you would like to help with this ministry.
A/V: Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs. It’s pretty easy
to learn how if you know computers. This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers—perhaps
once in every 6-8 weeks. Please let Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve
in this way.
Nursery Attendants: Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for
occasional service in the Nursery. See the signup sheet in the hallway.

Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work? Or fellowship? It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are
working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on
projects around the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open
to everyone, young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation
the expense of contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and
laughing that blesses shared purpose, come and join us!
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING AND SHARING
RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
South Elementary collects the following items:
UPC bar codes from Our Family products
Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.
Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals, Glad,
Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.
Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen
produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes,
Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery,
Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.
Printer ink cartridges
Magazines (for children & adults)
Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway.

Help Cure Neutropenia
The Loader Family invites you to help raise money for the Ella Jewell
Foundation at a bowling fundraiser on
Saturday, March 15th at 5:30 p.m. at St. Clair Lanes
51681 National Road E., St. Clairsville, OH
We especially encourage our young people to join our CLC team (please let Kelli know
you plan to come). And we’ll be asking for your support the first two weeks of
March–bring your donations and drop them in the baskets.
If you don’t want to bowl, come and cheer, enjoy the snacks, and bid in the Chinese Auction!
If you’d like to help further, snacks would be appreciated, as well as items for (or complete) theme baskets for the auction
(basket items needed by Feb. 28th).

GRACE Pantry Needs in March
GRACE Pantry needs everything!
but especially
Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter
Toothpaste
Place itemsFin
shopping cart
in hallway outside Sanctuary
ELLOWSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
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Fellowship Opportunities

“Let’s Eat Out”
TUESDAY, March 4th at 6:30 p.m.
at The Forum
Note the change in the date and time of the month—
we’ve made this change for the sake of those who found
it difficult to join us later in the month.
We hope you’ll join us!
Work Days….
Hmmm…..is this work? Or fellowship? It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are
working!
Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on
projects around the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!
The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open
to everyone, young and old, male and female! There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation
the expense of contracting out this work! If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and
laughing that blesses shared purpose, come and join us!
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Cambridge
World Day of Prayer
“Streams in the Desert”
Friday, March 7th
Lunch at noon ($5)
Service at 1 p.m.

First Christian Church
1127 Beatty Avenue

Community Lenten Services

Community Lenten Luncheons

Sundays at 7 p.m., according to this schedule:

Wednesdays at Unity Presbyterian
(March 12th through April 9th)

March 9, at First Christian Church
March 16, at First Presbyterian Church
March 23, at Faith United Methodist
March 30, at Harvest Christian Fellowship
April 6, at Center United Methodist Church
April 13, at First United Methodist Church

Lunch starts at 11;45
half-hour program begins at 12:15
Donations for the meal benefit various
community ministries.
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WELCA

MARCH 2014
CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
All are welcome, please join us

March 1st Saturday GENERAL MEETING at Mr. Lee’s, 9 a.m.
Drop in. Join the discussion. Breakfast, on your own.
March 4th MIRIAM CIRCLE Tuesday at 1 p.m. Hostess is Betty Dasch.
Bible study lead by Pastor Katie from the March “Gather”.
Session 7. A Hard Journey, DAUGHTER, AN HONEST VIRGIN.
Theme verses from Judges 11: 30 & 32.
March 5th ASH WEDNESDAY.
March 12th Lenten lunches will be held at Unity Presbyterian Church,
N. 7th St. every Wed. until Holy Week.12-1 p.m.
March 7th WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will begin with lunch at noon ($5)
at the First Christian Church, 1127 Beatty Avenue. The service
“Streams in the Desert” will be held in the sanctuary at
1 p.m. and was prepared by women of faith in Egypt.
March 22 & 23 SPRING RETREAT. Begins at 3 p.m. at Camp Friendly
Hills in Zanesville. PASTOR MARY MOLNAR of New Hope
Church in Adamsville will be the leader. Plan to stay all night and
wake up to breakfast served at 8 a.m. Completing this event will
be a short worship service with communion. Ends after lunch, Sat.
Registration forms etc can be found in the Musk. Messenger and
on the WELCA bulletin board. WHAT DO YOU SAY, LADIES?
Future events:
May 3rd Spring Gathering, New Lexington
June 17th Summer picnic in the City Park
July 24-27 WELCA Convention, Charlotte, N.C.
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW.
In His Service, Pres. Anne
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“This Old Church” … Building of Christ’s Lutheran Church 1913-1914
We finally come to the month of March 1914. These are the final two meetings for the Building
Committee. On the 28th of March it was decided that the following bills be paid: W.H. Hartley for
$12.15 for vent box. Hope, Blair and Huston for $28.55 for name plates on pews. Townsend is to
consult Jas. Orr, plumber in regards to the steam heating plant being defective. Johnson is to notify
F.C. Hanna to let him know that the work on the doors needs to completed at once. Turvey is to
consult with Mr. Moore in regards to the defective work on the cement steps. With Architect Orr not
being present at this meeting, Secy. Johnson will notify him to meet with the Building Committee on
Monday evening, March 30 at 6:45pm.
On March 30th the Building Committee held the final meeting in the church basement with Architect
J.F. Orr. This meeting is held with the purpose of determining Orr's commission as per contract. After
due consideration, the committee unanimously decided to pay Mr. Orr $300.00 for his splendid care
in the architectural work on Christ's Lutheran Church.

THIS IS THE LAST REPORT ON RECORD
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