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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children.
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On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11

Tradition tells us that we “caught” gift-giving at Christmas from the wise men who came to find the
Christ-child and immediately offered to him gifts of great price. The larger Tradition of the Scriptures,
however, tells us that the giving of gifts to God has been an important element of faithful living since long
before Christ. The people of God were invited to give something back to God, in remembrance of the gifts
which God had given them. Giving to the Lord is considered to be an important sign of spiritual maturity—a
powerful sign, not only because it is outward evidence of the giver’s right and proper gratitude and orientation
towards God, but also because it has the power to bring about that which it demonstrates! The more one gives,
the more one wants to give, because the mere act of giving brings about the gratitude and orientation which God
desires in his beloved. And God does not desire this because God wants or needs our gratitude, but because
God want us to be happy, and, as David Steindel-Rast has observed, “It’s not that happy people are grateful, but
that grateful people are happy.”
Years ago, the Rev. John Tickner, former assistant to the bishop, would begin every year by writing a
letter to the congregation of his adoption, the congregation which took him in when he moved to Zanesville,
even though he was rarely present for Sunday worship since his duties required him to spend most Sundays
elsewhere. This letter he wrote was a letter of commitment, a statement of how much he intended to give that
year to that congregation as an expression of his love and gratitude to the God who had so richly blessed him.
They were always surprised by it—this was not a congregation that held stewardship campaigns or asked its
members to make such commitments. But as Pastor Tickner explained, “I make a commitment to the bank to
pay my mortgage, and I make a commitment to utility companies to pay for electricity and gas and garbage
commitment. I need, for my own spiritual health, to make a commitment to God as well. It helps me to stay
oriented in the right direction.”
In this month when we follow up the Christmas story with the story of the wise men, your brothers and
sisters serving on Council and on various committees, are trying to pull together the budget for the coming year.
It’s a complicated process—each committee is caught up in a process of discernment about where God is
leading us in the coming year. What does God want our worship life to look like? How shall we teach our
children and educate our youth? What mission and outreach projects shall we undertake this year? How should
we share the good news of Christ with our neighbors? What will this 100-year-old building need from us this
year? How much of the work are we willing to do ourselves, and how much do we want to pay staff or outside
contractors to help us with? This process requires a combination of prayer and dreaming, and an openness to
the leading of the Holy Spirit, while at the same time requiring them to remain in touch with the congregation’s
willingness to support the ministries we undertake here and out in the community. To some extent, they are
working in the dark. They have no idea how much you are willing to give to support our ministries.
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I’m not asking you to send them a letter (though, of course, you certainly may if you like!)—but I am asking
you to prayerfully consider now what you will give to God through this congregation in the coming year. And
then I ask you to pray about our budget, that it will be what God wants it to be, and that we will step out in faith
to keep our commitments. And God will surely bless our giving with a deeper understanding of the enormity of
his gift, the gift which the wise men honored at the Christ-child’s cradle, the gift of his beloved Son for the sake
of his beloved people.
Bil and I are grateful for the gift you have been to each of us, and we pray that you will have a happy
Christmas-tide, and a blessed New Year.
Pastor Katie

Confirmation Retreat
Our next Confirmation Retreat is scheduled for
Saturday, January 11th, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.*
*our “Snow Date” is January 25th
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JANUARY VOLUNTEERS
DATE
Assisting
Minister
Usher

1/5

1/12

1/19

1/26

Anne Bell

Marion
Welch

Milt Cerny

Debi
Cunningham

Bell

Guegold /
Osterberg

Dolweck

Schreiner

Bil Kerrigan

Holly
Lagneaux

Bill Loader

Bil Kerrigan

Acolyte
Prayer
Offering
A/V

Coffee Hour:
Devotions:
Tellers:

Laura Janes
Ann Schreiner
John Harmon and Ruth Robinson

FACTS AND FIGURES FROM DECEMBER
11/23

Attendance: 15

11/24

Attendance: 49

11/30

Attendance: 10

12/1

Attendance: 48

12/7

Attendance: 16

12/8

Attendance: 68

12/14

Attendance: 14

12/15

Attendance: 60

12/21

Attendance: 16

12/22

Attendance: 45

Offering: $1,741.35

12/24

Attendance: 92

Offering: $1,536.00

Offering: $2,243.00
Offering: $3,358.00
Offering: $3,449.47
Offering: $3,185.00

12/28 & 12/29 not available at printing
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Giving in the Digital Age
Many of us are handling our money differently than we used to (if you doubt this, ask a young person when
they last wrote a check!). In order to serve our congregation better, the Church Council is exploring new
avenues for giving, and we’d welcome your suggestions. Those of you who still prefer the “old school”
discipline of cash or checks in offering envelopes are welcome to continue to do so (and thank you very much!).
But for those of you who prefer online banking or automated payment systems, we want to make your life
easier--please let us know what would be useful for you.
One option, of course, is Thrivent’s Simply Giving program, offered through Vanco Services, by which you can
set up a regular automated payment from your checking account—you determine the amount and the frequency
(weekly, semi-monthly or monthly, and if monthly, you can decide whether you’d like your payment to come
on the 1st or the 15th of the month). Rita has authorization forms, and is happy to help you with this. The
authorization form even allows you to designate to particular Funds (General Fund, Building Fund, Mission
Support, etc.).
Even more flexible is your own bank’s online banking program—you make the arrangements yourself, online,
and the bank cuts a check. You decide whether you want this to be a one-time payment or a regular payment,
and determine the frequency and date. They mail the check, and you don’t even have to pay postage! Ask your
bank for more information about this option—for many banks, this service is absolutely free!
The benefit of such programs to you is that they provide you with an opportunity to make an intentional
commitment to give to God’s mission in the world, and your giving to the church becomes a part of your overall
management of your finances. For many people, this is just an important as convenience. The benefit of such
programs to the congregation is that giving tends to be more regular and reliable, and helps to eliminate the
“giving slumps” of certain seasons (the summer being the most notorious!) when members are out of town.
Again, for those of you who prefer to write a check or to put cash in the offering plate, every gift is important in
supporting our ministry. For those of you whose financial management has moved well into the digital age, we
are glad to accommodate you, and we seek your advice on further ways that we can assist you.
In the end, it doesn’t matter so much HOW you give, only that you do: “Each of you must give as you have
made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
Giving hearts are open hearts: open to God, open to one another, open to our neighbors. Your support of this
congregation’s ministries is deeply appreciated!

5

JANUARY
11

Brenda Dolweck

26

Schreiner’s Anniversary

26

Betty Dasch

28

Margery Gress

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged
to do so. Please write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office.

*****************************************************************
Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers:
Mag Bamfield
Jeanne Kyllonen
Marianne Beorger Berniece
Canaday Carol Cogsil
George Reed
Dorothy Woodruff
*************************************************************************************

To the CLC Congregation
I want to express my gratitude to the CLC Choir, Council, and Congregation for the privilege of
serving as your Music Coordinator for the past four years. We have experienced many rites of
passage together: births and baptisms, confirmations and graduations, weddings, funerals, two
ministries, times of celebration and times of contemplation. It is with great and genuine sadness
that I am leaving CLC. I will take with me wonderful and enduring memories and friendships,
meaningful conversations, and a bounty of glorious music we have made together. I thank you
for your many kindnesses and gifts; please know that I will miss you all beyond words. I pray
that the Holy Spirit will lead you to a new music director who will serve your congregational
needs well. May God bless you all!
With gratitude and in friendship,
Ann Riesbeck DiClemente
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“Let’s Eat Out”
TUESDAY, January 7th at 6:30 p.m.
at Theo’s
Note the change in the date and time of the month—
we’ve made this change for the sake of those who found
it difficult to join us later in the month.
We hope you’ll join us!
Brothers and Sisters,
A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to the good
of the whole body, and its mission is only as strong as its willingness to step out in
faith. These opportunities to help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled for
too long, weakening both our own health and our mission. Please pray about these
opportunities to serve!
Pastor Katie

RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
South Elementary collects the following items:
UPC bar codes from Our Family products
Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.
Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals,
Glad, Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.
Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen
produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes,
Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery,
Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.
Printer ink cartridges
Magazines (for children & adults)
Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway.
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HELP WANTED
Funeral Meal Coordinator: This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for
families in grief. The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees
the organization of a meal following a funeral. Please let Ann Bell know if you would be interested
in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.
Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about how much
they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11 th St. We are looking for someone who
would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.
Please let Pastor Katie know if you would like to help with this ministry.
A/V: Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs. It’s pretty easy
to learn how if you know computers. This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers. Please let
Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve in this way.
Nursery Attendants: Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for
occasional service in the Nursery. See the signup sheet in the hallway.

GRACE Pantry Needs in January
GRACE Pantry needs everything!
but especially
Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter
Toothpaste
Place items in shopping cart in Sanctuary
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“This Old Church” … Building of Christ’s Lutheran Church 1913-1914

We finally draw into the year 1914. The committee met on January 9th. The following
payments are to be made:
The Architectural Iron & Wire Co.: balance in full on account for $54.20 less the freight.
The Riordon Art Glass Co.: $500.00 as part payment on window contract.
J.C. Longsworth: $125.00 as part payment on painting contract.
J.F. Orr: $500.00 as part payment on plumbing contract.
J.L. Turvey: $7.77 for coal.
The Cambridge Light & Fuel Co.: $5.25 for gas bill.
The committee also decided that if any of the donators of the windows were dissatisfied with
the windows that their names will be removed and the Church will pay the cost of the window.
On January 23rd, the committee was finally able to meet in the new church basement. It has
been decided to have Mr. Hanna move the pulpit platform one step further out, but have the
radiator in the pulpit remain where it is, but if too inconvenient for choir they will be
disconnected or taken out. It was decided that an order be drawn on the treasury for 72 bushels
of coal for a total of $7.20.
Blessed Be!!
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