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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children.
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Three Parts to the Season
Susan Palo Cherwien
There are three parts
to this season:
the waiting
and the waiting
and the waiting,
Waiting for the Christ child to come,
to be sure,

Advent Waiting

who we know already came.
Waiting for the burning coming
of the Christ in our hearts,
for the I-am-with-you-always.
Waiting for the great coming
of the reign of God
when each table is a banquet
and bread lines are no more.

There are three
comings to this season,
and three waitings,
and three yearnings.
And God the answer
to them all.

From Susan Palo Cherwien, Crossings:
Meditations for Worship (Morningstar Music
Publishers, 2003)

Many of you will remember that Betty Dasch made me a new Advent
stole last year, because I didn’t have a blue one. When she offered to
make it for me, I asked her to try to match the blue in our Advent
banner. I once heard David Lose describe that blue as “the blue of the
end of the night just before the sun rises and bathes the world in light
and warmth. It is the color of waiting, longing, and anticipating with
delight.”
I’m not much better at waiting than anyone else I know—in this instanteverything society we live in, it’s easy to fall into the temptation of
believing that immediate gratification is an entitlement. But Advent
waiting is of a different character entirely, and it is what makes Advent
my favorite liturgical season. There is a kind of surrender in Advent
waiting that is very restful and nourishing for the soul.
I don’t think Advent waiting would be so restful if it were—as I used to
think—all about waiting for Christmas. I think that would just feed into
the generalized anxiety that so permeates the atmosphere at this time
of year as people are rushing around trying to create the perfect
Christmas for their families and friends, obsessing about finding (and
affording) the perfect gifts, putting together the perfect holiday meals,
and squeezing more obligations into over-scheduled calendars. As
much as we enjoy the season, we often arrive at the celebrations
exhausted.
It’s important to remember that Advent waiting is only marginally
about waiting for Christmas, and far more about waiting for Jesus, and
what makes it so restful is that our waiting is in no way dependent upon
our own efforts—what we await comes solely from God. Of course, we
should be active in our waiting, grateful for the privilege of participating
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in God’s mission of reconciling the world to himself. But Christmas is not so much the end or object of our waiting, as it
is the reminder that what we await—the final fulfillment of God’s dreams for this world—is both foreshadowed and
guaranteed by the astounding gift of the Christ Child. We wait as people wait for the dawn, certain that it will come,
because God-with-us has promised that it will, and because our history with God has proven God’s faithfulness. This
promise changes the whole character of the darkness of these days, filling them with hope and confidence in the sun
that lies just the other side of the horizon.
Bil and I pray that each of you will have a Merry Christmas, full of love, and joy, and celebration. We also pray that you
find rest in promise of the angels who heralded Christ’s birth, “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”

Blessed Advent!

Pastor Katie

Come worship with us!
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship
7 p.m.
Pre-service music begins at 6:30
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DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
DATE

12/1

12/8

12/15

12/22

12/24

12/29

Debi
Cunningham

Brenda
Dolweck

Jerry Green

Anne Burns

Steve Heine

Anne Bell

Cerny

Cunningham

Law

Sunday
School

Kuklica /
Meitzer

Brenning

Acolyte

Madison
Brenning

Jennifer
Quantz

Nathan Law

Kara Loader

Atkinson

Madison
Brenning

Prayer
Offering

Nick
Atkinson

James
Quantz

Matthew
Law

Katie Loader

Nick
Atkinson

Layken
Cochran

Assisting
Minister
Usher

Altar Care:
Coffee Hour:
Devotions:
Tellers:

Holly Lagneaux
Holly Lagneaux
John Harmon and Liam Bates

December Altar Flowers
1

Delores Ober

8

Reneccius family (honoring Stephen’s birthday)

22

Jim & Nora Thomas (honoring their anniversary)

Please don’t forget to SIGN UP in the hallway to help with:

 Altar Care
 Flower Delivery
 Nursery Care
You can also sign up for “Let’s Eat Out”!!!
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FACTS AND FIGURES FROM NOVEMBER
10/26

NO WORSHIP

10/27

Attendance: 51

11/2

Attendance: 19

11/3

Attendance: 49

11/9

NO WORSHIP

11/10

Attendance: 43

11/16

Attendance: 21

11/17

Attendance: 66

Offering: $1,672.00
Offering: $3,794.00
Offering: $1,393.00
Offering: $2,050.50

11/23 & 11/24 not available at printing

DECEMBER
2

Brian Green

10

Bea Wheatley

3

Ethel Kuklica

19

Thomas’ Anniversary

5

Kim Cunningham

20

Sally Loader

8

Stephen Reineccius

23

Joan Lauttamus

8

Caitlin Janes

28

Shelly Miller

10

Kaci Cunningham

31

Milt Cerny

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged
to do so. Please write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office.
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Baby Gifts for the Baby Jesus
The Elizabeth Circle is assembling Baby Care Kits
to be distributed to communities living in poverty overseas
through Lutheran World Relief
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
 Choose a tag from the small Christmas tree at the back of
the church
 Purchase the baby items listed on the tag
 Place the baby gifts(unwrapped) in the cradle under the
large Chrismon Tree beginning on Sunday, December 8
 Baby gifts will be collected until Christmas Eve
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Name _______________________________________________________

In Memory of ________________________________________________

In Honor of __________________________________________________

Red _____

Pink _____

White _____

Marble _____

Cost is $10 each. Make checks payable to Christ’s Lutheran Church.
Deadline for orders is December 4th.
Poinsettias can be picked up after the 7pm Christmas Eve worship
service.
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Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers:
Mag Bamfield
Jeanne Kyllonen
Marianne Beorger
George Reed
Dorothy Woodruff

Berniece Canaday

Carol Cogsil

NO
“Let’s Eat Out”
IN DECEMBER
We will resume on January 7th
at Theo’s
Note the change in the date
and time of the month—we’ve
made this change for the sake
of those who found it difficult
to join us later in the month.
We hope you’ll join us!

RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
South Elementary collects the following items:
UPC bar codes from Our Family products
Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.
Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals,
Glad, Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.
Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many
brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen
produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes,
Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery,
Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.
Printer ink cartridges
Magazines (for children & adults)
Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway.
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Brothers and Sisters,
A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to the good
of the whole body, and its mission is only as strong as its willingness to step out in
faith. These opportunities to help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled for
too long, weakening both our own health and our mission. Please pray about these
opportunities to serve!
Pastor Katie
2014 Schedules
Anyone who creates volunteer schedules, please remember to get 2014
schedules to the office and to those on your lists before January 1st.
Thank you for your service!

HELP WANTED
Funeral Meal Coordinator: This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for
families in grief. The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees
the organization of a meal following a funeral. Please let Ann Bell know if you would be interested
in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.
Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about how much
they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11 th St. We are looking for someone who
would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.
Please let Pastor Katie know if you would like to help with this ministry.
A/V: Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs. It’s pretty easy
to learn how if you know computers. This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers. Please let
Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve in this way.
Nursery Attendants: Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for
occasional service in the Nursery. See the signup sheet in the hallway.

Thank you to Matthew Law, who answered our call for a webmaster to take
charge of our website. His willingness to serve is an inspiration to us all!
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Mission and Outreach Focus for December
Your Mission and Outreach Committee would
like to provide small Christmas gifts for all 39
residents at Countryview Assisted Living. If
you’d like to help us, look for personal care items
(lotion, Kleenex, shampoo, etc.). Please wrap the
items for Christmas and label them if they are
gender-specific. We will need them by December
15th for delivery. Help us to show Christ’s love to
people who are away from home and family or
have no family.

Thank you!
I would like to thank everyone who donated food to help me with my Faith Trek
Project to give the teachers at South Elementary School a meal on the night of
Parent – Teacher Conferences.
Liam Bates

GRACE Pantry Needs in December
GRACE Pantry needs everything!
but especially
Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter
Toothpaste
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WELCA ADVENT LUNCHEON
WELCA members invite all women, children,
grandmas and friends of the congregation to the
second Advent Luncheon on Sunday, December
8, after worship. We will enjoy lunch, Advent
readings and an ornament exchange. Keep your
eye on the newsletter, bulletin insert and screen
for further details.
“Quiet Love”
This contemporary Christian Music group will be performing at Faith United Methodist
Church, 500 S. 7th St. Cambridge, on December 1st at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome.

Many thanks to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
for their on-going support of projects in congregations!
They just recently granted CLC $900 in support of recent repairs to our building.
Thank you, Thrivent members!
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“This Old Church” … Building of Christ’s Lutheran Church 1913-1914
December 1913 has been a very busy time, as there were four meetings of the Building Committee. On
December 1, it was decided that we pay the $2.00 demurrage on a car of bricks. A bill of $1.00 is to be paid for
the surveying of the church site. A sample of the windows sent by the G.C. Riordon Glass Co. of Cincinnati,
Ohio, was viewed and unanimously accepted. Johnson is in charge of purchasing the chairs for the Sunday
School and Choir. Townsend and Turvey are in charge of decorating of the church. Turvey, until further notice,
is in charge of looking after and building the fire in the church.
On December 11, the Carnegie Corporation sent a letter offering to pay the last half of the pipe organ which
totals $1500.00, but the offer is only good until the December 31. Townsend is going to contact M.P. Moller
with Pipe Organ Builders of Hagerstown, Maryland to ask him to send a representative here at once to make
arrangements to install the organ, and to find out how long it will take to build. A bill for $17.65 is to be paid
for coal, lumber and stove pipe bucket.
On December 16, a meeting was held to go over the contract and specifications for the pipe organ installation.
The plan is to have to the organ installed on or about February 1st by M.P. Moller Pipe Organ Builders. Bates
said that the specifications and stops to be installed in the organ should be left up to Townsends' judgment.
Townsend advised the Committee the specifications and stops submitted by Moller would be the very best that
could be installed to get the best effects for choir and congregational singing, because they can be regulated for
solo work, even mellow and soft an accompaniment suitable to the smallest child's voice, and still be increased
by Grand and Pedal Organ for a chorus of voices that would be possible to have in the church and still have
ample power. The committee agrees with Townsend, and completed the contract. The committee agrees to pay
W.H. Hartley Sons Co. $498.50 for roofing and metal work, and $3.00 for metal lathe for the tower to make the
total $501.50. Frank Hanna will install the windows in the church basement without further delay. Longsworth
will be advised to start the work of decorating the church, to complete as soon as possible.
The final meeting for December was held on the 26th. Johnson reported that after meeting with Suitt Bros. of
Cambridge, Ohio, he recommended the chairs for the Sunday School for $7.50 per dozen and the chairs for the
Choir for $27.00 per dozen. It has been decided that we order 10 dozen large and 2 dozen small Sunday School
chairs and 2 dozen Choir chairs. Townsend has written to the Moller Organ Co. insisting that they send a
representative as soon as possible. A contract has been accepted from Arc Light Co. of Cleveland, Ohio for
$250.00, plus 5% for the hanging fixtures, making the total cost $262.50. Johnson has written to the
Architectural Iron and Wire Co. of Wheeling, WV, asking them to send an itemized account of the iron shipped
to F. C. Hanna. The following bills are to be paid: W.A. Hunt for $63.30 for lath, and Orr Plumbing Co. for
$500.00 as part payment on plumbing contract.

Blessed Be!!
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WELCA

DECEMBER 2013
CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

DEC. 8

ADVENT LUNCHEON

Attention all women & girls!
This is the event you have been waiting on. Invite your relatives and friends. This luncheon will be held in
Luther Hall immediately after the Sunday church service.
Bring a $5 gift exchange (Christmas or tree ornament) for each person attending, for the fun game.

EVERYONE WELCOME.
COME AND CELEBRATE THE ADVENT SEASON WITH US.

Dec. 3rd MIRIAM CIRCLE Tue. at 1 p.m. in church parlor.
Hostesses are Jane Haney and Anne Bell.
Bible Study led by Pastor Katie – Dec. issue of Gather magazine.
MIRIAM, A LOVING PROTECTOR written by Kay Ward. Exodus 2:3-4
Dec. 7th ELIZABETH CIRCLE Sat. at 9 a.m. in church parlor.
Hostess and devotion leader is Stefanie Reineccius.
Project for this month is “Gifts” for shut-ins. Please be sure to bring
2-3 dozen cookies for distribution.
This Circle is also collecting “Baby Gifts” for Baby Jesus, to be sent to
Lutheran World Relief. Tags are on the small Christmas tree at the back of the
Sanctuary. (Dec. 8th to 24th)
May the PEACE OF CHRISTMAS stay with you throughout the New Year.

In His service,
Pres. Anne
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KID’S PAGE
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